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Ju poEsS IX. 14, 15. 


"4 Then ſaid all the Trees unto the 
4 Bramble, Come thou, and reign 
over us: 118 | 
And the Bramble ſaid unto the 
Trees; if in Truth ye anoint me 
K ng over you, then come, and 
put your Truſt in my Shadow : 
And if not, let Fire come out 
ef the Bramble, and deſtroy the 
' Cedars of Lebanon. + 


1 


| 


2 SE . = Y this Parable of the 
Trees, Jotham the Son of 


| ll Gideon, deſigns to expoſe 
| che Wickedneſs and Folly 
| of the Shechemites 5 in 
chooling the baſe born Abimelech for 
their King; one, Who, by the Meas 
rude 9 "7 utes 

ö 
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ſures he had taken to accompliſh his End- 


and the Cruelties he had exercis'd, had 
manifeſted himſelf to be very unworthy 
of that high Honour and Dignity. For 
to this End, he cunningly apply'd him- 
ſelf to the Men of Shechem, of which 
City his Mother was, and by baſe 


Arts inſinuates himſelf into them, ſug- 
geſting very wickedly of his Brethren, 
that they had Deſens of aſſuming 
their Father's Power and of uling it 
very tyrannically. And having by tuch 
Methods engag'd them in his Intereſt, 


he takes his Opportunity, and mur- 


ders all his Brethren; Jotham only ex- 
cepted, who by a timely Eſcape from 
his bloody Hands, and Concealment of 
himſelf; for the preſent, ſaves his Lite, 
and ſhortly after receiving an Account 


of what was done, goes to Mount 


Gerizim, and from thence expoſtulates 
with theſe Shechemites by this Parable, 
of which my Text is a Part, upbraid- 
ing them, and ſharply expoſing their 
Folly. 


the People, but more eſpecially, ſuch 
as were in Authority amongſt them, 
who weary of the Government they 
were under, (Gop himſelf governing 
them by Laws and Judges of his own 
Appointment,) and deſiring a King af- 
ter the manner of the Nations adjoyn- 


ng 


B the Trees we are to underſtand 


0 
0 
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t 
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aud the BRAMBLE. 

ing to them; addreſs themſelves in the 
firit Place (for ſo Jotham apprehended 
or the Parable repreſents it) to the 
Vine and Figtree, Perſons of the beſt 
Note and Character to rule over them. 
But they fatisfy'd, how contrary what 
was offered them was to the Com- 
mon Good, and the Will of Gop their 
King, piouſly and generouſly decline it: 
Upon which they make their Applica- 


tions to the Bramble, i. e. to this 
ambitious and wicked Man, who rea- 


dily accepts of their Offer. Then ſatd 
all the Trees unto the Bramble, i. e. The 
Men of Shechew, and it may be ſome 
few others, whilſt the Body of the 
People were, very probably, unactive 
and unconcern'd in what was done. 
He 1s here called a Bramble in Con- 
tempt of him, a mean, ſorry, unpro- 
fitable Shrub ; and poſſibly to figni- 
fy his evil Diſpoſition and Qualities, 
but chiefly with an Intention to ex- 
| poſe the Ingratitude, Wickedneſs and 
Folly of ſuch, as had combin'd with 
him in his Ambition , and been the 
unhappy Inſtruments of it. 


1. ix: Ingratitude. And not 


only to Gideon, but Gop himſelf, To 


Giaron, by whoſe Hand the Providence 
of Go Dp had ſubdued their Enemies, 
the Amalekites and Mlidianites, and put 
= 3 


8 


? 4 
2 * * & 
r > 
83 2 ; 
** q * * > 
4 . 
8 4 „ 
wa | rd ME 6G 2 


n 
2 "WIT" n 


PPP er muy re OI om es Ut 


11 


Of the TREES 
a Stop to thoſe Inroads and Incurſi- 
ons, which had ſo much and ſo long 
harraſs'd them; which was ſuch a 
ſignal Piece of Service, as that, the 
leaſt that might have been expected 
from them, was that they ſhould have 


ſhewn Favour to his Family, and re- 


ſented any Indignities and Injuries done 
it; whereas by. ſiding with, and 


ſupporting the accurſed Author of the 


barbarous Cruelties committed on it, 


they were rather acceſſory to it. Nor 


was their Ingratitude in it, leſs to- 
wards GO p, who had riſen him up, 


and made him the happy Inſtrument 


of their Deliverance; for by this Neglect 
of him, and at leaſt Connivance at 
the horrible Murder of his Sons, they 


_expreſs a high Contempt of Go p and 


of his Law : Yea, by ſupplying Abi- 
melech, as they did, with Money, out 
of the Houſe of Baal-Berith their God 
(to whom they were now revolted,) 
and thereby enabling him to hire cer- 
tain looſe Fellows for his Service, 
they were aſſiſting to him in it. And 

this ſhews us, | 


2. THEIR Wickedneſs. By what 
they did, they make themſelves a Par- 
ty with him, in all his baſe and 
bloody Meaſures ; they conſpire a- 
gainſt the Power of Gop, and _ = 
h t le 


AT BRAMBLE. 


A the Rights and Liberties of the Peo- 


and 


ple; it being not Shechem only he 
aims to bring under his Dominion, 


but all the Tribes of Iſrael, by the 
Aid and Help of thoſe few, that are 
4 confederate with him, 


3. Nox was it leſs fooliſh in them. 
They have indeed a King, and one 
_ after their own Heart. But what was 


he ? A Bramble, a Pretender „ One of 
ſpurious Race; the Son of Jerubbaal, 
tis true, but by a Concubine ; which, 
were there nothing elſe, was ſome Di- 
minution of his Character, and a Diſ- 


credit to them. A Perſon unable to 


prote& and defend them, however 
haughtily he may invite them to come, 
and put their Truſt in his Shadow: And 


one that was more likely to wound and 


tare them, than to be a Defence unto 
them : A Shrub, that afforded but a 
ſorry Shadow, notwithſtanding his big 
Words, and that was not to be meddled 


with without Danger, and that had 


already given them a fad Specimen of 


his fierce and cruel Spirit; and who 
threatens them with Fire and Fagot, 


{ſhould they prove falſe unto him, or re- 


fuſe him Obedience: If not, let Fire come 


* 


ut of the Bramble, and deſiroy the Ceaars of 


Lebanon. 
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An Db now, to come Home to 
the preſent State of Things amongſt 
ourſelves ; let us conſider if the Con- 
duct of ſome, be any thing hetter 


than that of theſe Shechemites, and if- 
their Wickedneſs, Ingratitude and Fol- 
ly be not equal at leaſt, if not far 


greater. The Providence of Gop hath | 


{ettled over theſe Realms a Prince, 
whoſe Merits, to ſpeak the leaſt of 


them, are truly great, and ſo con- 
ſpicuous, as not to be deny'd even by 
thoſe who are Enemies unto him: A 
Prince, whoſe Title is as good and full 
as a free People can poſſibly confer upon 
him, or any can pretend to, thatis not 
appointed immediately by Gop himſelf; 
and moreover, a Prince, who ſince his - 
Acceſſion to the Government of theſe 
Kingdoms, has been a true Father to 
his People, and made it his Care to 
adminiſter Juſtice / and Judgment im- 
partially to all, and to promote the 
Common Good and Welfare. And tho' 


ſome Things have fallen out contrary 
to our Wiſhes, and to his Expectations 


from them (not through any Want 
of Wiſdom and Care in him, but the 


deſigning Avarice of particular Perſons 3% 
a4 Vice whole malignant Influence is 
capable of creating, Diſorders and Con- 
fuſions under the wiſeſt Adminiftra- 
* yet is it not to be diſown'd , 


but 
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and the BRAMBLE. 
but that under the preſent, we enjoy 
much Peace and Plenty. Nor is any 
Man moleſted in the Poſſeſſion of his 
natural Rights and Liberties, but en- 
Joys them with all the Freedom and 
Security he can reaſonably wiſh for; 


and many, conſidering their Murmur- 


ings and Factions, with much more 
than they deſerve. Their Garners af 
ford them all manner of Store, their Sheep 
bring forth Thouſands and Ten Thouſands, 


| | There is no breaking in upon them, by 


L 


Foreign Powers, nor gving out; none 
are forc'd to leave their Native Soil, 
but an abandon'd few for their unna- 
tural Conſpiracies and Rebellions: And 
would to Gop, I could add that there 
| were 10 Complainings in our Streets; but 
this I may, that either there are no juſt 
;Grounds given for them, or that they 
are purely occaſion d by the Rapine 
and Avarice of a few Private Perſons, 
and not by him, whom Goo in much 
Mercy to us, has placed at the Helm, 
and who has the Sovereign Rule and 
Power over us. But in the midſt ot 
; all this Proſperity and Peace there are 
» ſome, I ſpeak it to our Shame, who 
not content with theſe —_— of - 
Divine Providence, and ſurfeited with 


the Eaſe and Happineſs they enjoy, 
are in conftant Conſults and Combi- 


nations againſt it, and againſt their 
; | King, 
j 


| 


IO 


Of the TREES 
King, who under Gop is the glori- 
ous Author and Inſtrument of it. 
Theſe Perſons being diſſatisty*d ' under 
ſome Pretence or other, tis hard to 
ſay what, have made their repeated 
Applications Abroad to one, if not of 
ſpurious, yet of ſuſpected Birth, an 
avowed Enemy to our Religion and 
Conſtitution : And -to facilitate their 
Deſigns, and open a Way for him, 
they propoſe no leſs than the dethron- 
his Preſent Majxs TY, and the 
Ruin of all ſuch as wiſh well to their 
Country, or that can be ſuſpected by 
them to have either the Power or In- 
clination to oppoſe them. Theſe Defigns 
they have often reviv'd, tho' they have 
been as often check'd by the ſpecial 
Care of Providence, and the remarkable 
Induſtry and Vigilance of thoſe, whom 
the Providence of Go p has ſet over 
us : And this ſame Goodneſs which has 


'skreen'd us hitherto, has juſt now 


brought to light a Scene of Wicked- 


( 
_ neſs, if we may gueſs at it by what 
has been already diſcover'd by our : 
Superiors to us, poſſibly no leſs black ] 
and odious than any Thing that has { 


been yet attempted by them; and! 


which plainly ſhews us, that, through k 


a furious Zeal for another Revoluti- t 
on, they are reſolved to ſtick at nc] 
Mcutures, however villainous, that ſbal 


be 


: 
j 
x 


lack 


has. 
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; be- thought needfull to promote it. 
But that we may be the better able 


to judge of the Evil of their Deſigns, 


and of our Obligations to the Good 


GOD, who hath ſo eminently and 


1 often appear'd for us, I will con- 
ſider this Matter a little more fully, 


and with Reſpect to the Ingratitude , 
Wickedneſs, and Folly of it. Then 
ſaid all the Trees anto the Bramble, Come 
thou, and reign over us, i, e. Thoſe 
Perſons, who by the Interpoſition of 
Divine Providence, and the good Ma- 


nagement of Gideon, had been fo late- 


ly defended, and ſaved from the Ra- 


vages of their Heathen Neighbours, 
and who ſtill _— 60 the happy Fruits 
of it. They forſake Gop, and the 


- Houſe of Gideon, to follow. this IIle- 
gitimate Uſurper, and Enemy both to 
 Govp and him. And, | 


1. Is the Gratitude of thoſe among(t 
ourſelves a whit greater, who ſeek the 


: Subverſion of the Preſent Gov Et R N- 
Mr NT, and to place on the Throne 
a (Pretended Royal) Fugitive , whoſe 
Birth and Extract is fo much a My- 


ſtery, and muſt always be fo, mau- 


and gre any thing that has or can be faid 


ugh 
luti 
t nc 


{bal 


be 


by his Friends in Honour of it? Had 
theſe Malecontents been lain under any 


Hardſhips by the 


Government yy 
B 2 Q 
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ſo much labour to diſturb? 
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ſo much hate, and whoſe quiet they 
This might 
have afforded them ſome ſpecious Han- 


die for it, tho? it would have never 


juitify'd their ſecret Practices again 

it. But they are Perſons that hav 
ſhar'd as largely in the Royal Boun- 
ty as any others; whoſe Rights and 
Properties have been continued to them 
as fully, and on whom the leaſt In- 

vaſions have not been made of any 
Sort. For whoſe Ox or eAſs has been ta- 
ken from him? Or to whom has the 
leaſt Wrong or Injuſtice been done ? 
Who can ſay, that the preſent Admi- 
niſtration has not managed with as 
much Impartiality and Juftice as any 
before it? Or have any the leaſt In- 
vaſions been made on their GE 

Rights? No Man's Conſcience furely 
is oppreſs'd : All live in the full Pof- 
ſeſſion of it, and are at Liberty to 
act according to the Directions and Ad- 
monitions of it, ſuch only excepted, 
whoſe Conſciences are of that awkard 
make, as to think it their Duty to 
fine and impriſon, ruin and murder 
others for Gop's Sake. Tis true His 
Sacred MajEsTY, who has a true Re- 
gard to, and Concern for the Good 
and Welfare of all, and who defires 
to be King not of a Party or Fa- 
Ction, but of his People, will not fuffer 


one 


And therefore as he has 
maintain and defend the Church as 
by Law Eſtabliſh'd, fo to preſerve in- 


and the BRAMBLE. 
one Man to bear hard upen ano- 


ther, on the Account of Conſcienee : 
promis'd to 


violate the Toleration, and not to ſuf- 


fer any Inroads to be made upon it; 
that if poſſible , none under his Go- 


vernment may complain or be unealy ; 


or if they do, it may be rather from 
Humour, or a factious Spirit, than for 
Want of Righteouſneſs and Juſtice. 


Nor can His Enemies juſtly make this 
a Handle for their baſe Conſpiracies 
againſt him, forasmuch as they would 
perſuade us to believe, could we be 
ſo weak and credulous, that a King 


| bred up in the very Boſom of the Ro- 


mſh Church, and that has ſuck'd in 
all the fiery Principles and groſs Su- 


perſtitions of that Communion, would 


rant us the fame Liberties as he has 
ſometimes declar d, and diſturb and 


proſecute no Man for his Religion. 
Whether he be ſincere or not in theſe 
Profeſſions, as no Man can well think 
him, who knows his Religion, and 
the uſual Practices of it, is not the 
Point: Perhaps his Friends, who en- 
gage for him, may be ſo eaſy as to 
think him ſo; this at leaſt, whether 
they think it or not, is what they 
pretend and promiſe, cverv Man ſhall 


be 
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be allow'd to fit under his own Vine, 
and under his own Fig-tree, and to ſerve 
and praiſe his Go Dp without Diſtur- 
bance, and according to the Dictates 
of his Conſcience ; , and ſeeing they 
promiſe us the ſame Freedoms as we 
enjoy at preſent, it mult be wich an 


ill Grace that any make this a Pre- 


tence for their Uncaſineſs: They are 
not oppreſs'd themſelves, either in their 
Civil, or their Religious Rights, nor 
as they yon would they have others 
oppreſs'd : And provided the Perſon, 
they aim at, may be advanc'd unto 
the Throne, we have their Word tor 
it, they ſhall not. So that in ſhort they 
can have nothing to charge His Pre- 
ſent MajtsTy with on theſe Ac- 
counts. They have a full Enjoyment 
of their Natural Rights and Liberties ; 
and ſome of them have had a large Share 
of the Profits and Revenues of their 
Country, as well as of the Royal Cle- 
mency, to the happy Influences of 
which they owe, not only their Eſtates, 
but their very Lives; and they are 
caſy as to their Religion, which, tho? 
of all Things it ought to be the moſt 
dear unto them, is I fear, the leaſt re- 
garded ; otherwiſe they would never 
put it, as they muſt, ſo much to the 
Hazard under a Romiſh Prince, when 
they might be ſo ſecure in the cher 

| | 1ON 


| fion of it. For it cannot be preten 
in the leaſt, as Things are, that it is 
or can be in any Danger: And there- 
fore this faſhionable Term, and ſo ſig- 
nificant, ſome. Years paſt, is now out 
of Dare, and every Man laughs at him 


this Time 


and the BRAMBLE. 
«tended 


or does 


who would revive it , but 


pretend the leaſt Apprehenſions of this 


Kind. Religion and the Church, un- 
der the preſent Adminiſtration, are out 
of all Danger, and muſt ſtill continue 
{o, whilſt under the Protection and In- 
fluence of it. But from the firſt Mo- 
ment, it ſhould for our Sins be taken 
out of their Hands, and ſubmitted to 
the Charge and Care of a Popiſo Pre- 
tender, it would not only be in Dan- 
ger, but. in a dying State; and with- 
Out another Inter poſition of Divine 
Providence in Favour of it, which, 
conſidering our Ingratitude and Baſe- 
neſs, we ſhould have little Reaſon to 


expect, beyond all Hopes of Recove- 
ry. Nay, it is Owing to our having 
the Prince we have on the Throne, 
that we at this Time have the tree 
| Enjoyment of it. Had the Deligns of 
ſome taken place, and at the Demiſe 
of the late Queen, 


a Popiſh Prince 
ſtepp'd into the Throne, we might by 
have ſigl'd and groan'd 


for our Religion, but have had it ve- 
ry little in our Power, 


to maintain 
the 


E 
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of it. But allowing that it 
had not been, poſſible for him to re- 
duce the State of it ſo faſt, or Policy 
might have taught him other Things, 
this muſt have been our Fate at laſt. 
Whereas Providence, by giving us a 
King of the Proteſtant Religion, has 
preſerved us from this Unhappinels , 
and even thoſe Perſons, who otherwiſe 
muſt have been involv'd in it with 
us; but who far from acknowledg- 
ing this Goodneſs of Gop, and ex- 
preſſing their grateful Senſe of it, by 


a due Regard and Concern for the 


Honour and Intereſt of their Sove- 
reign, do, by their open Complaints, 
and ſecret Conſpiracies, endeavour to 
make his Government an Uneaſineſs , 


and were it in their Power would 
diſpoſſeſs him of it. Pts 


2. Nox are they leſs wicked than 
ungrateful. Tis not unknown, what 
our Common Apprehenſions were at 
the End of the late Reign : But con- 
trary to the eager Wiſhes of ſome, 
and to the Fears of others, a quiet 
and peaceable State of Things ſuc- 
cecded ; no leſs te the Admiration of 
ſuch, as were Friends to the Eſtabliſh- 
ed Conſtitution, and Proteſtant Reh- 


gion, than to the Regret of others, 


Who, if not by Principle, yet in Pra- 
Cice, 


* 
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ctice are Enemies to both. A 
that Time, through the Prudelf 
nagement of our Superiors, this Peace 
and Happineſs has been continu'd. But 
ſome, Who envy us this Happineſs, 
have made it too much their Buſineſs 
to run Things into Confuſion ; hoping 
by this Means to be ſome Time or. 
other in a Capacity to perfect their 
Deſigns, and to diveſt his MAIEST＋ x 
of that Authority, which by the beſt 
Claim and Title he enjoys over us. For. 
not to mention his Relation to the 


late Royal Family, which had for ſo 


long a Series of Years fucceeded one 
another in this Honour , the Crown 


had been ſettled, by the Conſent of 
"King 


and Parliament, in the Preſent 
Houſe, to the great Satisfaction of all 


ſuch as had any true Concern for their 


Religion, or wiſh'd well to their Coun- 
try. And as it was by Vertue of 
this Settlement His MAIEST x took 
Poſſeſſion, and has the Quiet Enjoy ment 
of it, ſo is His Right undiſputed; un- 
leſs amongſt a factious Few , who ei- 
ther not able to diſengage their Minds, 
from thoſe ſlaviih Notions, they had 
imbib'd in former Years, or who pro- 
miſing themſelves a greater Share of the 
Honours and Profits of the Govern- 


ment, under a Popiſh Prince, than they 


have, or indeed deſerve to have, un- 
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der one of their own Religion, long 
after à New Revolution, and might 
and main Labour to promote it , tho' 
hitherto to their own Confuſion. But 
nothing does more expoſe their Wic- 
kedneis herein, than the Meaſures ta- 
ken by them to effect it; which as 
they are vile and deteſtable, fo _ 
prove them to have no more Senſe 
of Gov and Religion, than Affection 
for the Government. The Meaſures | 
concerted by them are baſe and unju- 
ſtifiable, contrary to all Obligations of 
Religion and Honour , and ſuch as 
none, but Perſons abandon'd to all 
Senſe of Goodneſs, and of proſtituted | 
Conſciences, can be capable. For as 
to this End, they plot and combine 
in ſecret, ſo they give out infinite Lies 
and Slanders, to incenſe the unthinking 
Populace, and to diſpoſe them to Mu- 
tiny and Rebellion: And when by their 
Plots and Conſpiracies, they have neceſ- 
ſitated their Superiors to extraordinary 
Means for their Defence, and that of 
the Kingdom, they pour out loud 
Complaints of Exorbitant Taxes, and 
inſinuate, as if what was done, was 
altogether needleſs, and intendeed to 
peel and impoveriſh the Nation, and not 
tor its Defence and Safety. Nor con- 
tent with theſe unjuſt Miſrepreſentati- 
ons and Complaints, they labcur to 
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poſſeſs the incautelous Multitude with 
Fears of greater Burdens, and that the 
Adminiſtration deſigns no other than 
to aggrieve the Subject for its own 
Private Advantage. Whulſt nothing can 
be more obvious than that the Charges 
complain'd of, are in order to the 
Common Safety, to defend our Reli- 


gion and Liberty from the Invaſions 
of ſuch as lie in wait to deceive us, 


and as only want the Opportunity to 
ravage them from us. And as by theſe 
baſe Means they hope to influence and 
puſh on the People to their Ruin; fo 'tis 


not likely they ſtick at any Cruelties, 


that may be for their Service. Tis 
not long ſince they were actually in 
Arms tor Blood and Slaughter. And 
what they have had lately on the An- 
vil, and propos'd to have done, had 
they not been timely diſcover'd and 
prevented, begins to appear: To make 


y way for a Pretender to mount the 


Throne, all ſuch as ſtood in their Way, 
or were likely to oppoſe them, were 
to be ſecur'd and diſpos'd of, but 
how, I dare not fay , till Time ſhall 
have diſcover'd more. of this Villany : 
Let it ſuffice to ſay, what has been 
intimated from the Throne, and by 


thoſe that have the neareſt Acceſs un- 


to it, That their Deſigns were black 
and bloody: If Gizeon's Family be 
Ty C13 an 
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an Obſtruction to the Power and Ty+ 
ranny of an ambitious and wicked 4- 
bimelech, they ſhall all die by bloody 
Hands, rather than his Deſigns not take 
Place. But what is no leſs amazing 
is, the many Sacred Ties and Obliga- 
tions ſome break thorough in Proſecu- 
tion of their vile Intentions. They are 


not all Perſons that appear hare-tac'd 


agauit the Government, and that re- 
tute to come under Engagements to 
it. For were they, *twould ſomewhat 
abate our Wonder. But many of them 
have acknowledg'd and ſworn to it; 
and in the moſt folemn manner. So : 
that they become guilty of violating 
the moſt Sacred Oaths in acting againſt 
it. That Men of no Religion and Mo- 
rals ſhould do this, is not fo aſtoniſhing ; 
but that Men who value themſelves 
on the Church, and in their paſſio- 
nate Zeal are fo ready to damn all 
that are not of it, and that would 
be accounted pious and good Chriſti- 
ans, ſhould be guilty of this Impiety © 
and Irreligion, is, 1 confeſs, ſomewhat 
ſurprizing. Tis hardly poſſible, for 
Perſons of any Senſe, to believe, what 
is commonly ſaid by ſome of them, 
that he incurrs the Guilt of Perjury, 
not who takes the Oath, but who im- 
poſes it: This Doctrine may paſs with 
Men void of Common Senſe, and all 

| Religion. 
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bleſſed be Goo, 
equal to their Wickedneſs, nor is it the 


of their perfidious Wickednels. 


; Religion. But that Men of Parts and 


Learning, of any Sobriety or Vertue, 
ſhould come into it, is ſcarcely poſſible; 
and therefore they can never think to 
come off by ſuch a wild and impious In- 
vaſion: They muſt by ſome means or 
other have hardned their Conſciences, 
before they could be capable of this 
monſtrous Piece of Wickedneſe, as to 
ac thus againſt their Oaths. What- 


ever they profeſs, they are inſenſible 


of all Religion, and in Practice Infi- 
dels. If they believe a GO p, they 
mind none, who can practice in 
this manner: They are Monſters of 
Impiety, as well as Ingratitude. But 
their Policy is not 


Will of Goo, they ſhould proſper in it. 
And therefore how reſerved and ſe- 


__ cret ſoever they may be, or may ima- 


gine themſelves, their black Contr 
vances are brought to light. And ſome 
| Time or other, tis poſſible, that Juſtice, 
they ſo much deſpiſe, may overtake 
them, and give them a full Reward 
But 
| what is it they aim dt? When we 
reflect upon their repeated Plots 
and Confpiracies, their unwearied Pains 
and Cares about them, and that Ex- 
pence they muſt be at unavoidably, 
this may tempt us to think they 


have 
ſome- 
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ſomething glorious in View; and 
which if effected, would reward it all. 
Tho? it can never atone for their im- 
pious Practices towards it. But when 


we look forward, to the End of 


Things, 


3. TE IR Folly in it appears to 


be very ſurprizing, and it is hard to 
ſay, which is greateſt, that or their 
Wickedneſs. Should they ever gain 
their Point, (which Go D of his Mer- 
cy prevent) their Condition would be 
no better than that of others, but this 
Nation deplorably unhappy. is like- 

ly they may prqmiſe themſelves happy 
Times; and 4 


tho' what that is, themſelves ſcarcely 


know. No doubt, they promiſe them- 
ſelves the Plunder, and the Riches, and 


t all Things ſhall run on 
in the Channel they would have them; 


i. a "5 1 
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Honour of their Country, and that 


themſelves ſhall be Head, whilſt others 
are the Tail, if not utterly caſt off and ff. 
rejected. For if they have any Thing 
in View it muſt be ſomething of that 
Nature: And very probably they might 
be courted and fawn'd on for a Time, 
their Rapines be conniv'd at, and their 
Ambition fondled: And others put out 
of all Truſt, to make room for them, 
if not Attainted, and their Eſtates for- 
feited, to ſatisfy their rapacious Ava- 

n rice. 1 
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would theſe Times laſt? Or would 
they have the barbarous Satisfaction, 
to ſee their Neighbours ſpoil'd and 


rice. But how long do they think 


ruin'd, whilſt themſelves are in Peace 


and Plenty? They may be weak e- 


'nough to expect it would be always 


4 


| 


As their Treachery to the Govern- 
ment they are tworn to, would be an 


indelible Blot upon them, ſo would it 


cauſe Suſpicions of them, leaſt on any 
light Occaſions they ſhould be ready 
to act over the ſame Scene; and theie 
Suſpicions leſſen by Degrees their In- 
fluence, and the Reſpect ſhewn them, 
which would be no longer than there 
ſhould be Occaſion for them, and their 
Aſſiſtance ſhould be neceſſary. A new 
Set of Men would ſoon ſpring up and 


ſhould be otherwiſe, and they ſhould 
continue to be longer employ'd and 
Havour'd : They muſt expect to be 
Slaves to the Humour and baſe De- 
ſigns of their new Maſtery; for with- 
out going the full Length with him 
they would be unfit for his Purpoſe, 
Jand in this Caſe be laid aſide as uſe- 
leſs. But what Satisfaction could they 
How would it agree 


with their preſent ExpeCtations and 
| Senti- 


thus; but *tis not very likely that this 
State of Things ſhould long continue. 


F upplant them. But ſuppoſing Things 
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Sentiments ? Eſpecially, when it ſhould 


be expected from them that they drop 
their Religion, and join in Deſigns a- 
gainſt it. There can be no doubt, but 


that one bred up at Rome, and bi- . 
_—_ to the Superſtitious Rites and 
ractices of that Church, being at 


the Head of the State, would eagerly 
wiſh the Reſtoration of the old Reli- 


gion, and make uſe of all Artifices N 
and ＋ 2 to effect it. And ſhould % 


he be ſlack himſelf in this Matter, he 
would have thoſe about him that 
would inftigate and puſh him on. He 


is taught by his Religion to look up- 
on all thoſe that diflent from it as , 
Schiſmaticks and Hereticks, as out of 


the Pale of the Church, and in a State 


of Damnation; and by the fame Re- 
ligion is he oblig'd to do his utmoſt 
toward the Suppreſſion and Extirpa- 
tion of every Thing that is oppoſite to 
it: And by Con equence an Alterati- ? 
on in Religion muft be unavoidable, ! 
All Men would be oblig'd after ſome 
Time to be of that of their Prince, 
or reguced ® this Neceſſity to ſuffer ! 
for iy Diſſent and Diſobedience. And 
as for ſuch as ſhould help him to his 
Power, they would not only be under 
the ſame Neceſſity, but provided they | 
expect his Favour muſt be aiding to 
him in it. Tis a vain Thing to fay, That þ 

| in 
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in Caſe of any ſuch Invaſions, 'twould 
be eaſy to reſiſt them, and by Force 
to compel thoſe to reaſon, that ſhould 
attempt them. This Expedient, it muſt 
be own'd, has ſome Times done; but 
how often has it faibd? And how lit- 
tle Reaſon is there to hope otherwiſe 
from it?! All the Wit and Policy of 
fome would be exerted on this Occa- 


| Kon. And when we by our Folly 

Hhall have entangled ourſelves, what- 
- 4ever Prudence might do a ſecond 
Time, we ſhall have little Reaſon to 
E \expet to be preſerv*d any more, by 
Miracle. *Tis enough that it has once 
8 ; ory us from the Snare of the Fow- 
f "Jer. If by our Weakneſs or Wilfulneſs, 
% we e expoſe ourſelves afreſh unto it, we 
7 /tempt Providence to forſake us and to 
i leave us, to reap the bitter Fruits of 
i= it. And can we think of parting ſo 
2 Falily with our Religion, and of re- 
1 Suraing back again to that Yoke, which 
Te Weither we, nor our Fathers, were able to 


ie ear; which they ſo bravely ſhook 
pf; and we have hitherto ſo coura- 


Þiouſly reſiſted, when it has at any 


ad | Time been ofler'd to be impos'd a- 
US gain upon us? Who can with any 
er Patience think on their being made 
e Iaſtruments of ſo much Wickednels ? 
o J Put Religion, I confeſs, is a poor Ar- 


pument with ſuch as have none; and 
in D ho 
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who act ſo contrary to all the Obli- 
gations. of it. However, I hope, it 
Will never want its Weight with Per- 
ſons not engag'd in the ſame black 


tinue it: The Love of Liberty and Re. 
ligion would revive in our Hearts, and 
' animate us with a becoming Zeal, and 
Vigor againſt all ſuch as ſhould ſeeh 
their Suppreſſion; and Juſtice in dug 
Time overtake and chaſtize them fo 
their Inſolence. Or, ſuppoſing that w 
ſhould not have Zeal and Strength < 
nough of ourſelves, we ſhould not wan 
the Aſſiſtance of others; whoſe Intq 
reſts it would be no more than 01 
own, to fee theſe ſacrific'd: _ 2 
2 863 
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| . Deſigns, and Who as yet retain ſome 
5 Senſe of it. And as long as it does 
| not, we muſt abhor all Steps towards 
Ms the Romiſh Church, and by conſe- 
1 quence the Thoughts of a Romſh Prince | 
* over us. And I am much deceived, 


i if we ſhould fare better in our Civil 
= than our Religious Rights; he may 
K | invite us to truſt in his Shadow, but 
. we ſhould find him a Bramble. But 


after all, whatever theſe daring Men 
may imagine, 'tis not to be ſuppos'd, 
that they would be ever able to 
bare down the greater, and much bet. 
ter Part of the Nation: Or if they 
ſhould chance to get the Upperhand, ! 
they would not be long able to con- 


| befides are bound by the moſt ſolemn 
Leagues, as well as Intereſt, to aid and 


help us. Whatever Thoughts then our 
Enemies may have of their Strength, 


or into whatever Confuſſons they might 
chance to run us, or Blood-ſhed they 
might occaſion, after a ſhort Storm 


the Heavens wouid clear up again, and 


a bleſſed Calm muſt enſue, and Affairs 


ſettle down in their wonted State. So 


that upon the Whole, *tis a very feeble 


Refuge they fly unto, all the fine Pro- 
miſes made them, and Schemes laid 


by them, muſt vaniſh as Smoak; un- 
less Gop for our Wickedneſs, as He 
juſtiy might, give us up to the Will of 
our Enemies, and ſuffer them to. rule 
over us; in which Caſe we ſhould not 
long have any other Religion than that 
of Rome; nor Properties than the moſt 


enſlav'd People. And this is what ſome 
in their great Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
would bring us to ; this the Ex- 
change they would make for our Preſent 
Happineſs : Wherefore what abundant 
Realon have we to bleſs Almighty 
Gop tor the Detection of their De- 
ſigns. This Anniverſary was firſt ap- 
pointed for the pious Commemoration 
of the Dcliverance from the inhuman 
and bloody Machinations of thole who 
delign'd to deſtroy not our Prince on- 
ly, Vu the Flower of our Nation, at 
i bb „Dae one 
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one Blow, now ' almoſt ' an. Age and 
Half ſince But fince that = 6 a2 At- 
tempis agaioft us have been often re- 


ne d, and the ſame Deſigns proſecuted 


in various Forfhs, and till, by G o ps 
Eteat Goodneſs happily prevented: And 
4 45. on this Day, Wwe, have Reaſon thank- 
fully to - atkfiowledge, it in whiat is 
ass d, ſo in this ſeaſonable Diſcovery of 
1158 Wi ſonable Conſpiracy NOW on 
_— to praiſe him in going on 
ed and defeat them, and 
us and our Religion in 
* ad not the Lord bren on our 


0: now ma) Iſrael ſay, they had ſmal- 


 low'd us ap, our Prince ( in whom un- 
der Gop is our. Hope) and His Moſt 
Illuſtrious Family, our Religion, and 


- Liberties and all that Ki a unto us. 
But bleſſed be Gop who hz 
ed up them, and us a wy 


not deliver- 
F untd them. 
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